A Harmonization of God's Genesis Revelation With His Natural Revelation


We can only attempt to harmonize what we think we know about Genesis and what we think we know about nature. Other harmonies, young or old, may be possible. The approach herein closely follows the parenthetical approach given by Allan Hayward in his book Creation and Evolution. The premise is that events contained in the parenthetical statements happen outside the time constraints of the days of God’s fiat pronouncements. Ideas suggested by John Clayton, John Sailhammer and Hugh Ross are also used. This presentation is intended to merely be an elucidation of, rather than a full defense of, the approach. The defense resides in its ability to provide a balanced harmony where other approaches are lacking or unbalanced.  This is not necessarily the only possible harmonization, but it is a harmonization. Others also have merit.

In the beginning God created the Heavens and the Earth.

God, being a spirit rather than physical, is not bound by His physical laws such as conservation of mass/energy. God created (Heb: bara), from physical nothingness, the entire mass/energy fabric of the universe – including the substance of earth and even our time dimension at the beginning of space-time. It is a “singular” event of transformation  from spirit to physical. It is primary cause and effect. The physical laws for nature were necessarily created at this point, so that the created substance would be under the law of God from the very beginning. These laws are the authority of God for His creation. After this initial creation God does not need to exercise His authority directly  upon nature, save to further shape its course where it pleases Him to transcend these physical laws. This transformation from spirit to substance would naturally lead from the ephemeral to the physical, from power to substance, from energy to mass. This is exactly the type of transformation which theories such as the Big Bang predict for the resultants of the initial created beginning. These predictions are based on the results of the universe continuing to follow these initial laws. The transformation of energy to matter continued for a long time by our standards until the creation was fully prepared for His next acts of design. Space was flung far and wide with just the right elements, density and dynamic balance of forces to sustain a place called Earth. But at this point in the narrative, Earth is only an barren land that stands ready for further shaping.  It is, as Churchill put it, "The end of the beginning."  But it is certainly not the end of the story.

And the earth was formless and void, and darkness was over the surface of the deep, and the Spirit of God was moving over the surface of the waters.

The early earth was not at all like we see it today. It contained the same materials, but they were without the order required to support God's next plans. His natural laws appear to ordinarily lead to places with the right materials, but seldom, if ever, with the complex informed order necessary to sustain intelligent beings. The processes God started at the beginning are very dynamic and lead to a cycling and recycling of materials, all for good result. It's kind of like stirring a batter to get all the recipe ingredients mixed up correctly before the actual cooking process can begin. The same may have happened with the materials of the Earth. Finally the batter is ready. 


It “was void”; things were not finished, only begun. It was an uninhabited wasteland. A great deal of preparation is required to make the land ready for man. It must be stabilized, cooled, surfaced, protected. From the “surface” of the earth, God surveys  the results of His work so far; work that has resulted in this orbiting blob of clay-gas. So much for the easy part. God goes to work now in earnest. 

Then God said, "Let there be light" 


God, as it turns out, is a family of three Persons. The Word, Logos, is the one who is responsible for creation, for pronouncing God's will. The Spirit “moves” on the surface of the Earth to turn those pronouncements into physical reality. The Word speaks. When the Word speaks, creation listens. First, He makes the radiant energy for this place available to it. But the Earth is not yet able to tolerate the full force of the Sun. Such would be like turning on an oven full blast without anything in it to absorb the heat. The oven would melt. God is merely doing a little pre-heating, before the cake goes in. The “cooking” will come later. 


How all this went exactly we can't yet say. Consider three possibilities.  1) The initial state of the universe was apparently one of raw energy — “light”; 2) the initial nature of the forming Earth was likely one of intense heat from gravitational compression producing large amounts of radiant energy — “light” in lay terms; 3) the initial nature of the sky was likely to have been such that it was a diffuse source of light from external illumination, such as a primordial Sun, through a thick shield of gases. The Genesis word light could refer to any or all of these three sources for the light.


Nature leads us to believe that the early Earth was not blessed with such a clear atmosphere as we have today. Maybe at first it was like Jupiter where the gases are so thick that sunlight can't even penetrate to that planet's liquid surface. It was dark where God was on the “surface” of the earth. He has never liked darkness. It seems likely that the Powers-of -Darkness and God had already been at crossed purposes. Maybe that is ultimately what is behind this awesome building project of God in the first place: His nature requires that darkness be dispelled from existence. He decrees and creation responds: the light comes in! The source of this light may not have been obvious from the surface. Maybe the atmosphere had cleared only enough to be something like that on Venus: a thick cloud, protecting, insulating and warming up this place to prepare it for life. With that, things can really begin to happen. The first period of physical preparation is over. Darkness has been transformed to light by the Word of God. Ironically, the Word of God is not just physical light for this world but will also prove to be the very Light of God in the way of darkness. It seems axiomatic with God that first there is Light, then there is Life! First, from the sun, then by His Son.

(And there was light. And God saw that the light was good, and God separated the light from the darkness, and God called the light DAY and the darkness He called NIGHT.) 

And there was evening and there was morning, one day.

A cycle of light and dark begins over the earth, but the source of this light remains hidden beyond the clouds. God has transformed spirit into substance, eternity into time, singular point into vast expanse, darkness into light. One might truly now say “evening to morning.” Day One. In the Hebrew it reads more like, “Be dusk. Be dawn. Be day. One.”   A very poetic structure don't you think? 


How long was this?                                     Long enough.

Then God said, "Let there be an expanse in the midst of the waters, and let it separate the waters from the waters." 

(And God made the expanse and separated the waters from the waters which were below the expanse from the waters which were above the expanse; and it was so. And God called the expanse heaven.) 

And there was evening and there was morning, a second day.


Now once again God works on this environment He's created for it to do what He created it to do: make or shape (assah) the earthen surface. The Earth was going through a process of cooling as it stabilized with a surface of solid materials and an atmosphere with a particularly unique substance — water. Life would critically depend on both the minerals and water of this surface. But they must be properly and uniquely arranged. Clay-gas won't do. Mud won't do. Water and mineral must be separated. It can only happen the power of God’s will. The waters are placed in a liquid state on the surface and in a gaseous state above the surface. That this can happen at all is the result of carefully engineering – designing – the unusual chemical properties of H20. This unique two-reservoir design will ultimately be the visually distinctive feature of this place — it will become known as the Blue Planet when viewed from the heavens, because of water — the elixir of Life. Water will also be critical to the long-term thermal stability of this place, as well as for environmental diversity. God has lots of ideas for life — He needs a big canvas to work on.  An expanse!


Expanse. One could not have picked a better word to describe the nature of all that is above the surface of the earth. The atmosphere extends to the left and the right without end. How so? The Earth’s sky follows the Earth’s closed-curved two-dimensional surface without boundary: an expanse. Similarly, above the surface is the domain of God, His universe, His testament of His existence to us: the Heavens which declare His glory, not man's. It is a huge testament that humbles mortal man. It measures about 14 billion light years in diameter. Yet the prophet Isaiah would later observe that God measures the universe by the mere span of the palm of His hand.  This expanse above Earth is so dramatically an evidence for God's existence that He would choose to use the word Heaven as the word to describe the domain of His abode: a place beyond scale, extra-dimensional, beyond human grasp, a place of God. 


The Expanse. 


God pronounces His will. It happens. Not a bad piece of work for a second day.


How long was this? 


How long did it take God to pronounce His will? 



Not long. A day is surely sufficient. 


How long did it take the Earth to comply with His decree? 



However long it takes. 


The important part – the creative part – took only as long as for the Word to express God's Will. 


The rest is just machinery.

Then God said, "Let the  waters below the Heavens be gathered into one place and let the dry land appear." 

(And it was so. And God called the dry land earth and the gathering of the waters He called seas; and God saw that it was good.)


More needs to be done on the surface part of this place. The dry land is formed so as to be surrounded by the water. Dry land in one place, seas in another. This is exactly what we find in the evidence from geology for the early land mass: one big chunk which later broke apart. The continents originally all fit together like puzzle pieces. This is especially easy to see now that we have accurate maps of the bottom of the seas. There we can see the cracks in the surface from which the land plates have drifted apart. And they are still moving a measurable amount: that's why we have earthquakes. It would prove to be important for the early land to all be connected in a common tropical surface, and later it would prove to be equally important for it to be separated for the ecological diversity necessary to support life all over the globe's surface. Marvelous design! But it gets better still.

Then God said, "Let the earth sprout vegetation, plants yielding seed, and fruit trees bearing fruit with seed in them after their kind, on the Earth." 

(And it was so. And the earth brought forth vegetation, plants yielding seed, and fruit trees bearing fruit with seed in them after their kind; and God saw that it was good.) 

And there was evening and there was morning, a third day.

Life finally arrives.  The first living things will be plants. There is already light, and there is earth, and there is water. All that is needed now is the design  for life and the power to implement it. So the basic machinery of life, DNA, is designed and decreed by God. DNA will be able to self-replicate in the living protection of a cell, even in so simple a cell as an algae. Algae's are the first known fossils of living things on this Earth. Algae's do exactly what was necessary for the next phase of life: they make oxygen. They concentrate the energy of sunlight into the complex molecules necessary as the foodstuffs of the next layer in the onion of life: animals. But that's getting ahead of the story, animals will come later. There is a lot of work for these first plants to do first: making oxygen and converting minerals to vast stores of organic molecules. 


Over the course of the natural history recorded in the fossils we will find that God's will is precisely obeyed. First, there were simple vegetative plants like algae's, “tender grasses.” Then come the sporuralating gymnosperm plants like ferns with bare seeds. These were followed by the plants that have seeds inside the fruit, angiosperms. These plants did not leave any fossils that show the first type evolving into the second type, nor the second evolving into the third. They just suddenly appear in full form in the fossil record. Just as if at some point someone said, “Okay, now it’s time for you guys.”  


With the thick atmosphere and single land mass, the whole Earth would have been a tropical environment. This is just what the fossil record reveals. Tropical plants abounded all over the land mass. Plants grew huge! This would ultimately require that very large animals be made to maintain the necessary system balance. The remnants of these large plants and animals left behind a wonderful legacy for us today: coal, oil and gas. That's planning ahead. But these layers also play a much more significant role in the stabilization and recycling processes in the Earth's crust, so there was much more to it than just providing for us to have electric lights in the twentieth century. This was necessary for humanity.


How long did this take? For God to pronounce His will for the land and the plants — not long, a day seems to be just right. How long did it take for the land and the plants to accomplish His will? However long His natural laws decreed. The natural history of these first plants indicates that it covered quite a bit of time by our clocks, but for God 'twas a mere blink of an eye. We are on God's clock in Genesis 1. 


Evening and morning, and God is ready for day four.

Then God said, "Let there be lights in the expanse of the heavens to separate the day from night, and let them be for signs, and for seasons, and for days and years; and let them be for lights in the  expanse of the heavens to give light on the Earth." 

(And it was so. And God made the two great lights, the greater light to govern the day and the lesser light to govern the night; He made the stars also. And God placed them in the expanse of the heavens to give light on the Earth, and to govern the day and the night; and to separate the light from the darkness. And God saw that it was good.) 

And there was evening and there was morning, a fourth day.


Just as all the Heavens and Earth were created in the beginning (1:1), being part of the Heavens, the material of the Sun, Moon and stars were also created in the beginning. What is here described is the arrangement whereby these objects are made (assah) to function in the manner now described as the chronometers and distinct identifiable sources of light with which we are familiar today. Whereas before, the daily cycle on Earth was a vague passage from light to darkness as the sunlight is diffused within a thickened atmosphere; now possibly is when the atmosphere begins to clear to allow direct access to sunlight at the surface.  The plants are in place and ready to process the sun's energy at full gain, so to speak. Photosynthesis can switch to high gear. The moon also becomes visible along with the stars. The passage of time now can be recorded due to the natural processes of annual seasonal changes as well as the daily cycle. The Earth's thermal stability is also in a process of change. The water vapor in the clouds is forced, by the buildup of heat, to the surface in greater quantity which results in the sky's clearing. Weathering processes increase. Sediments build and entrap seasonal records of the passage of time, lots of time. The Earth is still essentially a tropical place and will remain so for some time. Day follows night now in ever increasing clarity. 


Evening and morning, a fourth day of God's creation.


How long did this take? A single fourth day for God to cause these changes merely by the issue of His Will, by decree. And just as long as the processes He decreed would need to accomplish all that He decreed. Four creative decisions, four days, but a much longer time in the working out or making happen of these decisions. 


Does this diminish in any way the fact and awe of creation in six days? Not at all. The glory of Christ's church was created, purposed, by God's will, even before eternity and time began; but He used many thousands of years of making and preparation before it came to fruition. Rather than diminishing God's glory, the church glorifies God even more as this mystery is revealed. When the fullness of times came, the Word (Christ) came to bring life to us who were dead. So it is in Genesis 1 after the fourth day. 


So why does God choose to issue His creation degrees over six days? Obviously He had other options. Did He need six days to plan everything out? Blasphemy. I suggest He may have used and revealed these six days precisely because He intended His work to be a pattern for His people in this land He's creating, Exodus 20:11. The week will become an everlasting testament to the existence of God. Every modern calendar with its series of seven day weeks stands as a monument to God's creation and His care for us.


Now, it is time for the Word to create (Heb: bara ) life of an entirely different type than plants. Animals. Life that has spirit. Sentient, animate life. Not with a soul yet, but with spirit – the breath of life, which precedes soul.  (Note: these two words are sometimes used interchangeably as well.)

Then God said, "Let the waters team with swarms of living creatures, and let birds fly above the Earth in the open expanse of the heavens." 

(And God created the great sea monsters, and every living creature that moves, with which the waters swarmed after their kind, and every winged bird after its kind. And God saw that it was good. And God blessed them, saying, "Be fruitful and multiply, and fill the water in the seas, and let birds multiply on the Earth." )

And there was evening and there was morning, a fifth day.


This is it. Sentient life now explodes. Once again God moves in as He did initially with His raw creative power to decree something from nothing: animate life where there was none. The seas explode – swarm – with an amazing diversity of life such as has never been seen again. Then the air is filled with birds, and the land will soon be filled with its distinctive kinds (but that's getting ahead of the story.) The fossils show us a picture just like this sequence in Genesis 1. In the Cambrian sediments, animal life explodes into existence. It is not clear from the fossils that any such animals existed in Precambrian times at all. Some worm holes and jellyfish-like animals may have been there, but not as intermediates. 


What is so astounding is the near instantaneous appearance of so much life in the seas all at once: biology's Big Bang! In the fossils, after this burst of sea life, the land also began to have life upon it. According to the fossil record, these were first in the form of bacteria, amphibians, insects, and reptiles. None of these forms are mentioned in Genesis.  The animals that are mentioned in Genesis all play some role in the Hebrew food code. Maybe the other animals were not mentioned because such creatures were not a part of the daily life of the Hebrews with whom God was establishing this covenant. However the first warm-blooded animals beyond the seas were the birds. Birds came before the mammals seen today and known by the Israelites, in the same sequence given in Genesis.


How long was this day five? One day for God to proclaim His creation of fish and birds. And just as long as necessary for the fish and birds (and other un-mentioned organisms) to fully occupy their place in the cycle of life. This took some time if the geological data has the significance it apparently has. Many hundreds and thousands of feet of distinct sediment layers accumulated with marine life and land reptiles in them before the modern birds and mammalian beasts show up in the fossil record.  Even some massive extinctions show up, but life just keeps on going and going, day after day, evening to morning, day five.

Then God said, "Let the Earth bring forth living creatures after their kind, cattle and creeping things and beasts of the Earth after their kind. 

(And it was so. And God made the beasts of the Earth after their kind, and the cattle after their kind, and every thing that creeps on the ground after its kind; and God saw that it was good. )


So then the final day of creation decrees begins. Land animals are decreed. Land animals appeared. The fossils show just this. The mammal-like animals mentioned here in Genesis just suddenly appear in the fossil record without precursors. These animals are grouped in Genesis into three broad groups: cattle (like deer and elk), wild beasts (like bear and lions) and creeping things (remeses: small, low animals like foxes and rabbits, maybe some reptiles etc., some edible, some not; it does not include dinosaurs because these were not low).  All these animals are in the same or very nearly the same upper fossil strata as the remains of early men. God pronounces His will for both animals and man on this sixth day recorded in Genesis 1.


The animals all are decreed to reproduce after their own kind and fill the earth. With the advent of genetics we understand the incredible design that enables just that to happen. A design that ensures flexibility in the face of environmental change, yet a design that also maintains a genetic separation between these groups which has never been shown to be crossed. Marvelous design! 


How long did this take? God willed into existence these animals on days five and six. Yet His revelation in the fossils appears to show us that the animals dwelt on this Earth for some much longer time than forty-eight hours before God chose to finish this day's work with the fabrication of man. In Genesis 2:5ff we can see that upon closer inspection there appears to have been a substantial amount of time involved between the time of the beasts before Adam and the culmination of creation with Eve.

Then God said, "Let us make man in our image according to our likeness; and let them rule over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the sky and over the cattle over all the Earth and over every creeping thing that creeps on the Earth." 

(And God created man in His own image, in the image of God He created them; male and female He created them. And God blessed them and God said to them, " Be fruitful and multiply and fill the Earth, and subdue it, and rule over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the sky, and over  every living thing that moves on the earth." Then God said, "Behold I have given you every plant yielding seed that is on the surface of the Earth, and every tree which has fruit yielding seed, it shall be food for you. And to every beast of the earth and to every bird of the sky and to every thing that moves on the earth which has life,  every green plant for food"; and it was so.)  

And God saw all that He had made, and behold it was very good. And there was evening and there was morning, the sixth day.

The third great feat of bara creation is decreed — man! The first bara was the universe itself (1:1), the second bara was sentient life (1:21), and now the final bara — man (1:27) There are no natural laws that can accomplish these feats. God must create!  God spoke the universe into existence and that is exactly how it appears through our telescopes. God spoke the sentient animals into existence and that's exactly how it appears in the fossil record. God spoke man into existence and so it appears. There are no convincing transitional fossils to modern man. But it is not the fossils that tell the story here, it is the unique makeup of man. When the huge difference between man's person-ness is compared to the purely instinctive behavior of animals, we understand that God specially created man. We are radically different from the animals in a special way that transcends the physical — in the image of God. Aware of past and concerned for the future, creative, artistic, philosophers. Not physically overwhelming but yet masters of all the animals. Not only a living spirit, but persons  in the image of God! Souls! Spirits!


Genesis 1 is of necessity a very abbreviated account. It is mostly focused on explaining that God created this land that the Israelites were headed to. They, nor any other gods, had any part in making that land. Most details of the process God used to do it are absent, but process was involved. For example,  we find out in chapter 2 that He formed man from the dust of the ground. If we only had Genesis 1, we would never have guessed that God made our physical bodies from dirt! He did not create Adam's body from nothing, he made it out of dirt. Genesis 2 elaborates on this process , which is not even mentioned in Genesis 1. “From the dust” is exactly the way it appears, now that we understand more about chemistry. Man, even all of life, is made from basic components of the Earth: carbon, nitrogen, phosphorous, water and a few other minerals. Because of these common elements, we can all depend upon the plants for our basic food. Even though we may eat an animal, the food value derives from the fact that that animal ate plants. Genesis 1 is exactly correct. People are persons, animals roam the Earth, but plants are merely food.


How long was this sixth day? It only took God a day to decree the creation of the rest of the animals, and even man. As observed for the other days, once God decrees — it happens. Also as before, the natural processes set in motion by those decrees appear to occupy a significant amount of time. This is indicated even in Genesis 1 by the terms “multiply” and “fill the Earth.” This is a process understood to take extra time outside the bounds of the creation pronouncement day itself. This is typical of Hebrew history: non-sequential topics interspersed in an overall sequence. Since God was talking about the animal creation, He went on at the same time to tell about things these animals would do over the course of time. No-one understood God to mean that on day six the animals multiplied and filled the Earth. It was a “parenthetical insert” as has been suggested here for other parts of Genesis 1. The creation part of Genesis occurs not when chemicals finally react, but when God decrees. The natural history of the animals in the fossils and the archeological history of man indicate a significantly longer history for both than a few thousand years.


Some would counter that this was a command to man not intended to be immediately fulfilled. Yet the animals were also so commanded. In fact, all of creation was being commanded: “Let there be…” The animals obviously didn’t immediately fill the earth. How do we know that the earth wasn’t immediately filled with animals and humans? Not because of anything the text says. In fact, the text indicates that, just as for the other days, all this “filling” was also accomplished on day six, by closing with the standard, repetitive expressions. The only reason we know it wasn’t so immediately is because we know something about the process of reproduction. Maybe if we likewise were so familiar with the physical processes for the other things commanded on the other days we would likewise not assume everything responded with 100% maturity instantly to God’s command. Rather, the other items of creation could have naturally responded according to the laws God had established for His natural world. Either way, its still God doing the creating and the making. 


When we go to the expanded version of day six in Genesis 2 we find that it apparently was a long time after the animals were made before man was created to take care of this place. Genesis 2:5-7 indicates a long-term situation on the Earth that was finally ready for a radical solution: man. So God molds man from the dust of the ground. Then that man, Adam, must be prepared for God's greatest work — woman. Adam must be prepared for woman, just as the whole universe had to be prepared for man. After all the animals are examined by Adam, and named, he clearly realizes his alone-ness. Only then is he ready for God's solution: Woman, his help-mate. “WOW – at last!. She's just like me, (not like those animals.) She is a part of me!”  (It doesn't translate into English with the original force of relief Adam expresses here.) Somehow it just doesn't seem like Adam could have come to appreciate God's gift so much if he had only been here a few hours.  The “at last” sense of Adam’s exclamation confirms the idea of an extended time period during this last day of creation.



Genesis 2 presents a much clearer picture of how a day of God's creation is actually worked out in more detail. Surely it could be so for the other days only briefly described in Genesis 1.


While the universe and the Earth are apparently very old, man's history is not really much longer than one might expect from the abbreviated genealogies given in Genesis 5 and 11. In fact, human fossils (not australopithecine apes) are very recent additions to the fossil record. They are right on top, just where they should be when made last. Science measures the age of Homo sapiens in thousands, not millions, of years. The overall recent sense for the recent age of man conveyed in the Biblical genealogies of Genesis 5 and 10-11 accords very well with the anthropological data: mankind is young. 

How could Moses have been so consistently correct? He couldn't. Moses didn't have the foggiest idea about these things. Genesis 1 and 2 is God speaking by inspiration through Moses to His children explaining where they came from: from the mind and power of a loving, caring God — our Father. 


It truly was “VERY GOOD!” These six days of decrees close God's creative activity. However, the creation is still responding to His decrees. The making  goes on and on. Light is still being created. Stars are still being born, as are baby animals and children, but these are just doing what God decreed during those six days of His creative work in which He created and made the universe. Now God rests, and has been doing so. His Son upholds the creation by the power of His word. The seventh day becomes a special commemoration of creation.

Thus the Heavens and the Earth were completed, and all their hosts. 

And by the seventh day God completed His work which He had done; and He rested on the seventh day from all His work which He had done. Then God blessed the seventh day and sanctified it, because in it He rested from all His work which God had created and made.  (bara & assah) 


This is the account of the heavens and the Earth when they were created, in THE day that the Lord God made heaven and Earth.


Wow!


We can see just how complex creation becomes when we begin to see more of what God revealed to us in His natural revelation. If He had revealed even a very limited level of written detail such as merely outlined herein, Genesis 1 would have grown to five times its original length. Instead, God put all this technical stuff in an “Appendix” called the creation itself. Even if He had written out such a level of detail as crudely guessed at here, it would not even come close to really explaining what creation was like or how it was accomplished. We just aren't up to it. Neither was Moses nor the Israelites. God knew that. What we are given in Genesis 1 & 2 exactly suited the purpose of God's written revelation: to reveal to the Israelites (and us) in no uncertain terms WHO is in charge here — GOD, Elohim, our Creator. He is the Creator of this good earth and home, who loved us enough to make us like Him, persons  (not animals) in His image. We can all understand that. 


Still, it is a valid complaint that anyone hearing or reading the Genesis account without the benefit of any other information would naturally conclude that everything beginning to end was all accomplished in 6 x 24 hours. It certainly could have been done by God that way, but as shown here “six days” could be understood in other ways. God Himself did give us more information to work with, if we are really interested in knowing such details. Most of that information is contained in His creation, awaiting our exploration and understanding. However, the Bible also indicates this more subtle use of day, as suggested herein for Genesis 1. Consider that God told Adam and Eve concerning the tree of good and evil “in the day you eat of it, you shall surely die.” (2:17, and see note below.) Anyone, certainly Adam and Eve, hearing that warning would likely conclude that if they ate the fruit, within 24 hours they would be dead – physically. As it turns out that would be a very wrong conclusion, but exactly the same one we draw concerning the six days in chapter one. The day they ate of it, they did set in motion their fate – according to God’s decree – which eventually resulted in their physical death many, many years later. When God speaks, it happens. Their death was fait accompli on the day they ate it, simply because God had so spoken. However, it was not physically realized in their domain until God’s natural processes applicable to such things brought it about with absolute certainty according to His will. There was a giant “parenthesis” between when they ate it and when their death occurred. This is exactly the way we’ve suggested the days in the first chapter should be understood given the more complete picture available to us through God’s natural revelation. Now of course we know in hindsight that the day they ate it, in a sense they “died” spiritually – they became separated from God. But how do we know that? Not from anything said to Adam and Eve that day, but from other information revealed elsewhere long after they lived and died. It is significant that the Serpent so easily twisted God’s warning to tempt them. Recall that he told Eve “in the day you eat of it, you shall not surely die.” According to our traditional Genesis 1 view of day, the Serpent was right – they didn’t die during the next 24 hours! I wonder if Satan is not still using the same shortsighted word games with us yet today concerning the days of Genesis 1 to tempt people not to believe all of God’s revelation?  Other Bible passages use the idea of a single calendar day to represent a long or indefinite time period, see Deuteronomy 10:10, Hosea 6:2, I Samuel 7:2 and I Chronicles 29:27. Such is actually fairly common Bible usage, though apparently not well known by some sincere Bible teachers. In many of these passages the word day is translated simply as “time.” Try that in the creation account sometime. It might make a difference.


(* This indicates that Adam and Eve already had some concept of death, else this warning would have been meaningless.)


Genesis 1 is a very simplified account of an impossibly complex event in terms of mortal comprehension. Maybe it is somewhat like a father explaining to a three-year old child about the question, “Daddy, where did I come from?” No father is going to answer with all the technical details about sperm, eggs, mechanics of the union, trimesters and nine months. Instead a father might say, “Well, first, your mother and I prepared a home for you. Then one day we asked God to bless us by giving you to us. So God made you and gave you into our care. We love you very much. That was a great day.” When the child does learn later that it actually transpired over many months instead of “one day,” the child will not likely respond that the father got it all wrong. He would be very foolish to attempt to pass his SAT biology questions using that simplified but correct explanation of reproduction. The child’s understanding grows with more information to understand the physical aspects as well as the deeper and more fundamental meaning first given by the father. Why can’t we see that God is basically doing the same thing in Genesis 1 with us? Genesis 1 is perfectly correct in its simplicity. But it is not intended to be a medical text on reproductive timelines, not for us and not for anything else it presents. God said it. It happened. He is our Father – our Creator.

     From this personal relationship between God and man flows the rest of the Bible's message of God’s plan for His children. 

What follows is the Genesis Creation in this parenthetical form, without further comment.

The  Day God Made Heaven and Earth

In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.

And the earth was formless and void, and darkness was over the surface of the deep; and the Spirit of God was moving over the surface of the waters.

Then God said, 

"Let there be light." 

(And there was light. God saw that the light was good; and God separated the light from the darkness. God called the light day, and the darkness He called night.) 
Be Dusk, Be Dawn, Be Day, One.
Then God said, 

"Let there be an expanse in the midst of the waters, and let it separate the waters from the waters."
(And God made the expanse, and separated the waters which were below the expanse from the waters which were above the expanse; and it was so. God called the expanse heaven.) 
Be Dusk, Be Dawn, Be Day, Two.
Then God said, 

"Let the waters below the heavens be gathered into one place, and let the dry land appear." 

(And it was so. God called the dry land earth, and the gathering of the waters He called seas; and God saw that it was good.)

Then God said, 

"Let the earth sprout vegetation, plants yielding seed, and fruit trees bearing fruit after their kind, with seed in them, on the earth." 

(And it was so. The earth brought forth vegetation, plants yielding seed after their kind, and trees bearing fruit, with seed in them, after their kind; and God saw that it was good.)
Be Dusk, Be Dawn, Be Day, Three.
Then God said, 

"Let there be lights in the expanse of the heavens to separate the day from the night, and let them be for signs, and for seasons, and for days and years; and let them be for lights in the expanse of the heavens to give light on the earth." 

(And it was so. God made the two great lights, the greater light to govern the day, and the lesser light to govern the night; He made the stars also. God placed them in the expanse of the heavens to give light on the earth, and to govern the day and the night, and to separate the light from the darkness; and God saw that it was good.)
Be Dusk, Be Dawn, Be Day, Four.
Then God said, 

"Let the waters teem with swarms of living creatures, and let birds fly above the earth in the open expanse of the heavens."

(And God created the great sea monsters, and every living creature that moves, with which the waters swarmed after their kind, and every winged bird after its kind; and God saw that it was good. And God blessed them, saying, "Be fruitful and multiply, and fill the waters in the seas, and let birds multiply on the earth.")
Be Dusk, Be Dawn, Be Day, Five.

Then God said, 

"Let the earth bring forth living creatures after their kind: cattle and creeping things and beasts of the earth after their kind."

(And it was so. God made the beasts of the earth after their kind, and the cattle after their kind, and everything that creeps on the ground after its kind; and God saw that it was good.)

Then God said, 

"Let Us make man in Our image, according to Our likeness; and let them rule over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the sky and over the cattle and over all the earth, and over every creeping thing that creeps on the earth."

(And God created man in His own image, in the image of God He created him; male and female He created them. And God blessed them; and God said to them, "Be fruitful and multiply, and fill the earth, and subdue it; and rule over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the sky, and over every living thing that moves on the earth.")

 Then God said,  

"Behold, I have given you every plant yielding seed that is on the surface of all the earth, and every tree which has fruit yielding seed; it shall be food for you; and to every beast of the earth and to every bird of the sky and to every thing that moves on the earth which has life, I have given every green plant for food." 

 (And it was so. God saw all that He had made, and behold, it was very good.)

Be Dusk, Be Dawn, Be Day,  the Six.
Thus the heavens and the earth were completed, and all their hosts. And by the seventh day God completed His work which He had done; and He rested on the seventh day from all His work which He had done. Then God blessed the seventh day and sanctified it, because in it He rested from all His work which God had created and made. 

This is the account of the heavens and the earth when they were created,

in the day that the LORD God made earth and heaven.

1
Hill Roberts, 1997


